The farm superintendent lived on the farm and was key in managing the many plots. The last superintendent was Charles N. Brown (aka Brownie). He was popular and meticulous. According to Pesek, "Brownie was a careful worker in the experimental plots, taking great pains to make sure the treatments were correctly applied and the operations were as nearly perfect as he could make them. To this end, he was the only one who he trusted in planting, at least the corn plots, that required precise driving of the team of horses and careful alignment of the planter and the dropping of the seed according to plan."
Need for a new research farm. As early as 1940, the need for a new farm was evident. Efforts in the 1940s and 1950s focused on establishing experimental fields or farms in other major soil areas of the state. With expansion of crop breeding, more land near Ames was needed. In 1951, it was apparent a new research farm was needed to replace the old farm on State Avenue.
By the 1950s, the advent of fertilizer, pesticides, advanced crop breeding, and ag mechanization was causing a rapid expansion of agricultural research. The earlier experimentation with lime or fertility treatments caused many areas on the old farm to be unusable for research. The farm shop facilities were increasingly inadequate for the ag engineers from ISU and USDA. The consensus on campus and across the state was that a new agronomy farm was needed.
The drive for a new Agronomy Farm. In 1954, the Iowa Crop Improvement Association's Legislative and Research Committee felt a new agronomy farm was desperately needed. They recommended a committee be appointed to "study and explore the possibility of setting up a holding corporation to sell shares for the purpose of purchasing a farm to be leased to Iowa State University for the use of the Agronomy Department." These agricultural leaders believed the need for new land for experimentation was so "urgent" they could not wait for the legislature to enact funding legislation. In all of these efforts, the term "new Agronomy Farm" included a portion for a new agricultural engineering research site, however the leadership and the dominant portion of the new farm was agronomy-related. Hughes was the right man for the job. He was well known across Iowa. His career as an agronomist at Iowa State had started in 1910 as head of the work in farm crops. He had been active on the extension gospel trains of the 1910s spreading the word across the state on alfalfa, oats, soybeans, and corn. He had been a leader in distribution and adoption of many new varieties of oats, corn, soybeans, wheat, and forages. Hughes also was an ardent teacher and active researcher for the college.
He was "a man of tireless energy and boundless enthusiasm, he taught his courses with obvious enjoyment. At every opportunity he was gone out into the state to conduct and supervise work," according to Collins. He was described by Muhm and Wadsley as a "beloved counselor and one of the university's great teachers." Hughes doubtlessly had a statewide network of former students to tap for the cause. He was 75 years old in 1957.
In 1956, R.K. Bliss, former director of Iowa Extension, on his weekly WOI radio talks (1932 to 1968) described the network of 16 outlying experimental farms across Iowa and the concept of a new "central experimental Agronomy Farm (that) will become the hub, with which the Outlying Experimental Farms will function." Bliss stated that a site for basic research was needed "in order that more of this basic, fundamental research work might be done, forward looking farmers from over the state, in a "grass roots" movement, had developed a plan and procedure to make possible for Iowa a more adequate Agronomy Research Farm; this farm to be located near the Iowa State College campus where the trained staff and the extensive laboratory and greenhouse facilities of the college can be used most effectively in conjunction with the field experiments." He explained how the basic research would underpin the applied work across Iowa at the outlying locations.
In 1957, Hughes was on WOI radio promoting the new Agronomy Farm concept. He explained the "total inadequacy of the presently available Iowa State College Agronomy Farm. There just isn't enough of it and the soil is too variable in type and relative production to be well suited for basic, critical research. When the present Agronomy Farm was established some 40 years ago, it was adequate to the needs then, but it is no more adequate now to the present-day Agronomy Research needs than the 1915 model cars Although falling short of their $125,000 fundraising goal, these efforts bore fruit in 1959 when the Iowa Legislature approved funding to purchase land and in 1961 to construct the original buildings at the AEA Farm. A 1965 report stated "the resources of this association, never exceeding $46,000, secured for Iowa agriculture facilities many times this amount and that this fund has now been committed to further growth in anticipation of future needs."
The ICSRA continued to be active and purchased other farms in the area as they came up for sale. In 1973, ICRSA acquired the nearby Burkey farm to be used for agronomic research and later sold it to the State of Iowa (1984) . Over time, ICSRA owned the Bruner (1969) , Sundberg (1986) (1999) and the Bass farm (2009) , which were both contiguous to the original tract.
The farmland. In 1960, the current AEA Farm was purchased in three tracts. The E. A. Kramme farm of 238.5 acres was purchased for $131,180; the Quentin Olsen farm of 160 acres was purchased for $92,400; and the George Leonard farm of 27.8 acres was purchased for $11,692. The farms were contiguous and created a 426.3 acre block in sections 8 and 9 Colfax Township Boone County about six miles west of campus. The farm was assigned to the agronomy research (~320 acres) and agricultural engineering research (east 72 acres). The original site was an excellent selection and is now a hub of research activity on bustling 4-lane U.S. Highway 30 not far from the Farm Progress Show site. The land complex is a testament to the foresight and leadership of multiple individuals and organizations over many years. The framework for land acquisition these leaders put in place and fostered has proven efficient and self-supporting.
The facilities and improvements. The farm headquarters building site was selected on a slight rise east of the county gravel road (U Avenue) and south of the Kramme farmstead. It allowed ample room for expansion and excellent drainage. The original buildings were designed by Norval Curry, a private ag engineer from Ames. His drawings are dated March 1962. The buildings were erected and occupied for the 1963 season. The original four buildings consisted of the large headquarters building (~22,700 sq ft), which included offices, conference room, shop, workrooms, restrooms and labs, a dryer/cooler building (9,720 sq ft), a threshing building (5,400 sq ft), and a machinery storage building (~4,000 sq ft) for a total of 41,830 sq ft. Over the years, many more buildings (14 more buildings), primarily machinery storage buildings, were built. A modern ranch-style home and garage were added. Most of the old farm buildings were removed. Today there are a total of 17 buildings at the headquarters site (one of the new structures is an addition to the headquarters shop) with more than 130,000 sq ft under roof plus the residence and one small original barn. There are also two buildings on the nearby Bruner Farm (~8,670 sq ft), two buildings on the adjacent Boyd farm for extension programming (totaling 7,680 sq ft), and the BioCentury Research Farm (described elsewhere). Also, the LEBRC (Livestock Environment Building Research Center) facility (4,000 sq ft) was built in 1998 on the east end of the main farm for use by the ag engineers involved in livestock housing and manure research. The sum of the structures easily exceeds 200,000 sq ft under roof. 
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